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KYLE J. HULL 
304 Miller Hall • Fitchburg, MA 01420 • khull4@fitchburgstate.edu • kylejhull.com  

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS   

Fitchburg State University Fitchburg, MA  
Assistant Professor 2025 - Present 
Department of Economics, History, and Political Science 
 
University of Nebraska Lincoln, NE  
Visiting Assistant Professor 2023 - 2025 
Department of Political Science  
 
EDUCATION   

University of Nebraska Lincoln, NE  
Ph.D., Political Science May 2023 
 
University of Nebraska Lincoln, NE 
M.A., Political Science  August 2018  
 
Saginaw Valley State University University Center, MI  
B.A., Political Science, with honors May 2016  
 
DISSERTATION 

Title:  Democratic Dehumanization: The Effects of Dehumanizing Political Candidates with 
Physical Disabilities 
 

My dissertation utilizes multiple original survey experiments utilizing several unique 
methodological approaches, including implicit attitude tests and conjoint experiments, to 
explore the relationships between candidate identities (including physical disability and 
military veteran status), dehumanization, stereotypes, voter behavior, and policy support. 

 

• Committee Members: Dr. Elizabeth Theiss-Morse (chair), Dr. Ingrid Haas, Dr. Dona-
Gene Barton, Dr. Sergio Wals, Dr. Cal Garbin 

• Defended: April 2023 
 
RESEARCH & TEACHING INTERESTS  

American Politics, Political Psychology, and Public Policy: Prejudice and Diversity, Identity 
Politics, Race & Ethnicity Politics, State & Local Government, Political Institutions, 
Public Opinion, Public Law, Environmental Politics & Policy, Research Methods 

 
Political Methodology: Survey Design, Experimental Design, Conjoint Experiments, IAT 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE    

University of Nebraska Lincoln, NE  
Instructor of Record   

POLS 100: Power and Politics in America (Intro) Su 2019; Sp 2019 
POLS 104: Intro to Comparative Politics  F 2022, 2021 
POLS 150: Intro to Biology, Psychology, & Politics  Sp 2023, 2020 
POLS 210: Bureaucracy & the American Political System  F 2024, 2023; 2020 (Hybrid) 
POLS 221: State & Local Politics  Sp 2025, 2024, 2022, 2021; Su 2021 
POLS 232: Issues in American Politics  Su 2020 (online) 
POLS 235: Public Policy – Concepts and Processes  F 2024, 2023 
POLS 236: Public Policy Analysis  Sp 2025, 2024 
POLS 332: Climate Change Policy & Politics  Sp 2025, 2024; F 2024, 2023 
POLS 334/COMM 334: Polls, Politics & Public Opinion F 2019, 2018 
POLS 362: Globalization, Human Rights, & Diversity   Sp 2018 (online) 
ENVR 489: Environmental & Sustainability Studies Senior Thesis   Sp 2025 

Teaching Assistant  
POLS 160: Introduction to International Relations   Spring 2017, Fall 2016 

 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS    

Hull, K.J., Warren, C., & Smith, K.B. (2024). Politics Makes Bastards of Us All: Why Moral  
Judgement is Politically Situational. Political Psychology, 45, 1013–1029.  
https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12954 

 
BOOK CHAPTERS 

Hull, K.J. (2022). Nebraska: The Fight to Swing District Two Blue. In D. Schultz and R. Jacob  
(Eds.), Presidential Swing States (3rd edition). Lexington Books. 

 
RESEARCH UNDER REVIEW & IN PROGRESS    

Hull, K.J. “Disability Benefits? The Impact of Physical Disability on Candidates with  
Physical Disabilities.” (Revise & Resubmit, Political Behavior) 

Hull, K.J. “Physical Disability and Dehumanization.” (Under Review) 
Hull, K.J. “Does My Wheelchair Slow Me Down? The Interactive Effects of Disability, Race,  

and Gender in Political Elections.” (Manuscript in preparation) 
Hull, K.J. & Theiss-Morse, E. “Disability and the American National Identity.”  

(Data currently being analyzed) 
Ekstrom, P.D., Hull, K.J. & Kreitmair, U.W. “The Role of Ideology in Competitive Group  

Behavior.” (Data collection in progress) 
Hull, K.J. “Why Do Governors Issue Executive Orders?” (Manuscript in preparation) 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS    

Hull, K.J., Ekstrom, P.D., & Kreitmair, U.W. “The Role of Ideology in Competitive Group  
Behavior.” Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, 
2024. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12954
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Hull, K.J. “Disability Benefits? The Impact of Physical Disability in Electoral Decisions.”  
Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, 2024. 

Hull, K.J., Warren, C., Smith, K.B., & Hibbing, J.R. “Political Morality: A Different Kind of  
Morality.” Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual  
Conference, 2022. 

Hull, K.J. “Does My Wheelchair Slow Me Down? Attitudes towards Political Candidates with  
Physical Disabilities.” Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, 2021. 

Hull, K.J. “Does My Wheelchair Slow Me Down? Attitudes towards Political Candidates with  
Physical Disabilities.” Presented at the UNL Spring Research Fair, 2019. 

Hull, K.J. “Why do Governors Issue Executive Orders?” Presented at the Midwest Political  
Science Association Annual Conference, 2018. 
 

GRANTS, AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS 

APSA Advancing Research Grant for Early Career Scholars Grant ($2,000) 2025 
UNL Political Science Carroll R. McKibbin Distinguished Faculty Teaching Award 2024 
Rapoport Family Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Grant ($14,500) 2022 – 2023 
Susan Welch Graduate Student Research Award ($2,500) 2020 
University of Nebraska Spring Research Fair Award ($400) 2019 

Award: Best Social Science Research Poster  
 
UNL Political Science Department Internal Graduate Awards 

Summer Research Fellowship ($1,600) 2017 
Summer Research Fellowship ($1,600) 2019 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE    

University of Nebraska Lincoln, NE  
Graduate Research Assistant, EKSTROM Lab August 2021 – May 2023  

• Under Dr. Pierce Ekstrom 
Graduate Research Assistant, Political Attitudes and Cognition Lab March 2018 – May 2023  

• Under Dr. Ingrid Haas 
Graduate Research Assistant, Biology and Politics Lab March 2017 – May 2023  

• Under Drs. John Hibbing and Kevin Smith 
Graduate Research Assistant   

• Dr. Kevin Smith May 2022 – May 2023 
o Conducting data analyses, cleaning new longitudinal datasets. 

• Dr. John Hibbing Fall 2017 
o Conducting literature review searches, submitting IRB proposals, working alongside 

BOSR, updating the Biology and Politics Lab website, designing surveys. 
• Dr. Dona-Gene Barton Fall 2017 

o Conducting literature review searches and summarizing literature. 
• Dr. Michael Combs Fall 2017 
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o Conducting literature review searches and summarizing literature, compiling and 
summarizing briefs of legal and court documents. 

ACADEMIC SERVICE  

University Service  
Undergraduate Senior Thesis Chair 2023 – Present 
Model United Nations Advisor 2023 – 2025 
Graduate Representative, College of Arts and Sciences 2022 – 2023 

Committee on Student Academic Distinction, Awards, & Appeals  
UNL Political Science Graduate Student Association  

President 2019 – 2022 
Events Coordinator 2017 – 2019 

UNL Graduate Student Health Insurance Committee Member 2019 – 2020  
• Responsible for surveying university graduate students on health insurance needs and 

negotiating with University administration.  
 
Professional Service 
Panel Discussant, MPSA 2024 

Panel: Morality and Politics 
Panel Chair, MPSA 2022 

Panel: Trust, Evidence, and Truth in Politics 
 
PROFESSIONAL & PEDAGOGICAL TRAINING  

Teaching Assistant and Course Design Workshops 2016 – 2023 
Teaching Online for Graduate Students Program, with Canvas Teaching Certification 2018 
Preparing Future Faculty Course & Mentorship Program 2018 
Graduate Seminar on Higher Education Instruction and Teaching 2016 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS  

Midwest Political Science Association   2017 - Present 
American Political Science Association    2019 – Present 
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REFERENCES   

 
Elizabeth Theiss-Morse, Ph.D. 
Willa Cather Professor 
Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln 
511 Oldfather Hall 
PO Box 880328 
Lincoln, NE 68588 
(402) 472-2343 (office) 
etheissmorse1@unl.edu 

Ingrid Haas, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor 
Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln 
531 Oldfather Hall 
PO Box 880328 
Lincoln, NE 68588 
(402) 472-2343 (office) 
ihaas2@unl.edu 

Dona-Gene Barton, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln 
524 Oldfather Hall 
PO Box 880328 
Lincoln, NE 68588 
(402) 472-5994 (office) 
dbarton4@unl.edu

 


